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Classroom addition opens: 
Students dislike new rules 

S 
tudents and 
teachers got 
one more 

Christmas present as 
they moved into the new 
addition at Riggs on 
January 2 after returning 
from the holiday break. 

English/ 1 anguage 
arts, mathematics, social 
studies and health class­
rooms have been relo­
cated in the new aca­
demic wing. The addi­
tion also has changed 
students' daily routines. 

The arrangement of 
classes has made the new 
and old hallways at 
Riggs less crowded. The 
added stairwells have al­
lowed more paths stu­
dents can take to their 
next class. 

"The traffic is running 
better in the hallways be­
ca use we have more 
room and space to get 
around," said junior 
Serina Custer. 

Besides not having to 
push and shove through 
the hallways, the new 
addition has also helped 
to reduce tardies. Some 
students have found that 
their classes are closer 
together, which makes 
those four minutes be­
tween classes adequate. 

"I'm less likely to be 
late to my classes now 
that we're in the new ad­
dition. I still have to carry 
a lot of books, but I have 
less steps to take," said 
freshman Kai Hanson. 

As with any change, 
the new addition has 
meant new rules. The 
new classrooms are car-

peted instead of tiled, so 
food or drink is now con­
fined to the lobby. Hall­
way passes are also re­
quired in order for stu­
dents to go to the library, 
the bathroom or the of­
fice from a class. Another 
reason for the updated 
rules is that two new 
common-use computer 
labs are now out in the 
open. 

"I can understand the 
food and drink rule be­
cause all the classrooms 
have new carpet and 
computer equipment, 
but the hallway passes 
are a little too much," 
said junior Steph Flyger. 

Students are also no 
longer able to roam the 
building during their 
lunch or open periods. 
They must stay in the 
lobby in order not to dis­
rupt classes. 

These new rules have 
meant adjustments, but 
many feel that some of 
the rules are unjust. 

"I think that all of the 
students care enough 
about the new building 
not to ruin it, so why do 
we need these rules?" 
said freshman Cyrus But­
ler. 

"The new rules are 
pointless and just make it 
harder for students to get 
around and to get things 
done," said junior Ian 
Farnsworth. 

Students have also 
been adjusting to cooler 
temperatures in the addi­
tion. 

"The new addition is 
colder than the old part," 

said junior Tami Downs. 
The additions at Riggs 

are also in use after 
school hours as well. 
Athletic practices (and 
physical education 
classes) are now being 
held in the new auxiliary 
gym. With two gyms 
now available, the times 
and schedules of prac­
tices are better for ath­
letes. 

"The practices are 
more convenient this 
year because we don't 
have to stay at the gym 
so late," said sophomore 
volleyball player Kylie 
Mundt. 

Anew wrestling room 
has provided the wres­
tlers with their own con­
ditioning room here at 
the high school. They no 
longer have to share 
space with gymnastics as 
they did in previous 
years at the administra­
tion building. 

"The new wrestling 
room is more convenient 
because we don't have to 
drive somewhere in or­
der to practice," said 
sophomore Torey 
Garrett. 

The 2001-2002 school 
year is proving to be one 
of progress. While lots of 
changes have taken 
place, more are still to 
come. The basement area 
is currently being remod­
eled. More renovations to 
the offices and library 
will take place next sum­
mer. By next fall, remod­
eling should be complete. 

by BryAnn Becker 

Students have fun applying physics 

Students in Kelly Brandt's physics classes spent several days building roller coasters in the 
old English-wing classrooms that have been sitting empty since the move into the new 
building. Their goal? Have fun and leant more about the momentum of moving objects at 
the same time. Seniors Justin Scott, Dan Hattum, Ryan Russell and Brittany Bown 
experiment with their roller coaster.(photo by Mallori Barnett) 

Vandals break into high school 
Riggs High students 

and administration got a 
surprise when they came 
to school January 8. 

For the first time in 
many years, someone 
broke into Riggs. The 
break-in probably hap­
pened early in the morn­
ing. Principal Mike Fugitt 
says the police suspect it 
was about 1 a.m. when 
the trespassers broke into 
the school. 

The police also sus­
pect the trespassers en­
tered through the door 
between Jerry 
Schlekeway's and Lisa 
Lyscio's rooms on the sec­
ond floor in the north 
wing. 

"They were just look­
ing for money and, not 
finding any, they moved 
on to other places in the 

school," says Fugitt. 
So far the only item 

that has been found miss­
ing is a DVD player that 
was in the theater con­
trol room. 

Little damage was re­
ported and most of that 
damage was done to 
doors and door frames. 

The two doors with 
the most damage are the 
door to the theater con­
trol room and the door to 
Fugitt's office. In all, six 
to eight doors were dam­
aged. Although only a 
small amount of vandal­
ism was done, the re­
placement costs add up 
quickly. 

"Including the DVD 
player and the doors, it'll 
cost a couple of thou­
sands of dollars [to re­
place everything]," says 

Fugitt. 
Fugitt has not been 

notified of the identities 
of the trespassers or if 
they are high school stu­
dents. He has been told 
that the police believe 
that the arrest they made 
for the Morse Middle 
School break-in, which 
happened a week earlier, 
is connected with the 
Riggs vandalism. 

Fugitt thinks that the 
school is lucky compared 
to the damage that could 
have been done. 

"So many things could 
have been stolen and so 
much more vandalism 
could have been done," 
he says. 

by Heather Mangan 
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Bands provide way 1 
S 

ome might think that 
the only band at 
Riggs is the Emerald 

Regiment, but that is far from 
true. 

Many Riggs students par­
ticipate in bands. Their types 
of music range anywhere from 
punk to rock to Christian mu­
sic. They play covers (songs 
that are from other musicians), 
make up their own songs, or 
do both. 

One of the bands at Riggs 
is "Griffin Park," which has 
been in existence for two 
years. The members consist of 
seniors Tom Johnson on lead 
guitar and vocals, Evan Roth 
on drums, Erik Gilbertson on 
vocals and rhythm guitar and 
junior Sheridan Cronin on 
bass guitar. 

"Griffin Park" plays mostly 
cover music from bands such 
as "Metallica" and the "Dave 
Matthews Band." Their mu­
sic style is rock and usually 
consists of older songs. 

The band has played at 
many different places. Their 
big gigs this summer were at 
Crazy Days and the "Whisky 
River Bar." Although the 
"Whisky River Bar" was one 
of their main performances, 
many of their fans could not 
be there to enjoy the music. 

"A few people got in [the 

"Being in a band and expressing your 
emotions through song writing is an 
excellent way to sharpen your music 
skills. "-Jason Monroe 

bar], but then they were kicked 
out because they were under­
age," said Cronin. 

One of the places that "Grif­
fin Park" is looking forward to 
playing at is Oahe Bash, which 
takes place in the summer. 
They will also play at the Battle 
of Bands again. 

Underclassmen also share in 
the band-playing mania. Luke 
Shuetzle on bass guitar, Jacob 
Shoup on drums, and Matt Gill 
and Blake Severyn on guitar 
make up one of the few fresh­
men bands, "Exact Image." 

They are a Christian band 
and play mostly at churches, 
like Lutheran Memorial and 
the First United Methodist 
Church. The also plan to play 
at Battle of the Bands this year. 
"Exact Image" even has their 
own music video called "Jesus 
Freak" that computer teacher 
Bob Gill put together for them. 

One band that has members 
that are not Riggs students, but 
former and future Riggs stu-

dents is "Reflection of Self." 
The members include junior 
Jason Monroe on drums, 
sophomore Edwin Schenk on 
Bass guitar, 2001 graduate 
Stewart Jenner on guitar, and 
middle school student Jesse 
Kepford as a vocalist. 

"Reflection of Self" plays 
mostly at the Chamber of 
Commerce. They play their 
own Christian songs, although 
some are ideas they get from 
other bands, says Monroe. 

Although being in a band is 
fun, there are other reasons 
why students are in them. 
Monroe said he uses the band 
as a way to improve. 

"Being in a band and ex­
pressing your emotions 
through song writing is an ex­
cellent way to sharpen your 
music skills," said Monroe. 

Another Christian band is 
"Sould Out." This band fea­
tures many of the same mem­
bers as "Reflection of Self." 
Monroe and Jenner are also in 
this band, both playing the 
same instruments. The other 
member is senior Josh Will­
iams who plays the bass gui­
tar and sings. 

They play at the Chamber of 
Commerce and at 24/7, a 
middle school youth night 
with bands and games that 
have a Christian message. 

Girls are not excluded from 
displaying their musical tal­
ents. One of the girl bands at 
Riggs is "Staquist." This band 
is made up of seniors Laurel 
McDonald on drums, Shana 
Bauer on bass guitar, and jun­
ior Miki Weber on guitar. 

HIT°IT! ... Senior Charlie Magedanz messes around on the drums.(photo by 
Gerda forgenson) 

The band has been together 
for about six months and has 
played at six shows at the 
Chamber of Commerce and 

.� 

ROCK AND ROLL...Senior Tom fohnson and junior Sheridan Cronin practice for the Kids 

also at Goosefest. They play 
mostly punk rock music and 
also make up their own songs. 
The girls are on a break right 
now because Weber has moved 
away, but when she returns the 
band will start again. 

New bands are being 
started at Riggs. A freshly put­
together band is "=D", who 
have only been playing to­
gether about a week. Their 
members are sophomores 
Chris Fry on drums, Alex 
Jorgensen on guitar, Jay 
Corcoran on bass guitar, and 
Tyler Seeley on vocals. 

"We've only had roughly 
four practices and we already 
have two or three songs with 
lyrics," said Chris Fry. 

The band hopes to ready in 

time for Battle of the Bands. 
Some bands have been to­

gether but haven't performed 
in public yet. One such band 
is "Swivel." It consists of 
sophomores Corey Bowman 
and Jason Bakeberg on guitar, 
Kent Skrondahl on bass guitar, 
and Chris Fry on drums. 

They play mostly rock mu­
sic that they make on their 
own. 

"Swivel" has been together 
since this summer. They don't 
have enough songs to perform 
for an audience yet but hope 
to be able to do so soon. 

They may not have been on 
stage yet, but "Swivel" already 
has fans that they have gained 
from their own website. On 
the page they have pictures, 
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express creativity 

e Wednesday night.(photo by Gerda Jorgenson) 

show reviews, and instructions 
on how to make your own 
"Swivel" t-shirt. 

While most bands choose to 
create their own eccentric 
names, others have no real 
identity. One such band has 
sophomores Chris Garry on 
lead guitar, Chris Markley on 
drums, Edwin Schenk on bass 
guitar, and Casey Templeton 
on guitar as members. 

They have played various 
types of music together for 
three years.They play both 
cover songs and their own 
songs. Last year, they played at 
Battle of the Bands and plan 
to do so again this year. 

Another no name band is se­
niors Charlie Magedanz on 
drums, Kyle Rausch on guitar 
and vocals, and Andy McKay 

on bass guitar. Their reason for 
not having a name is that they 
keep changing the current one. 

"We keep getting a new 
name each time we play at a 
new place," said Magedanz. 

They have been together for 
four years. They play a mixture 
of punk, alternative, and rock 
music and perform both cover 
songs and their own original 
ones. 

The band always plays at 
the end-of -the- year gradua­
tion dance, usually with one or 
two other bands. 

Be sure and catch some of 
these bands and more at the 
next show at the chamber in 
March or at the Battle of the 
Bands later on in the year. 

by Heather Mangan 

Students rock out at shows 
If a student told his or her 

parents that he or she would 
be spending Saturday night at 
the Chamber of Commerce, 
they would find that unusual, 
but their friends wouldn't. 

About once a month, the 
Chamber of Commerce hosts a 
"show" where bands from all 
over the nation come and play. 
Juniors Bobby Sowers and 
Tamen Eggers, along with 
other various people, coordi­
nate the shows. 

Many different varieties of 
music are performed at the 
shows. Any kind of music is 
welcomed, but mostly punk, 
acoustic and hard-core bands 
play at the shows. Some bands 
are local, while others are more 
nationally known. Two famous 
bands that played at the cham­
ber this past summer were 
"Align" and "Deville." 

Sowers says that the shows 
have been taking place for sev­
eral years. Eggers and he do 

ON MY OWN ... Senior Tom Johnson practices his guitar. Johnson is a member 
of "Griffin Park" and also does many solo performances.(photo by Gerda 
Jorgenson) 

most of the bookings of bands. 
The chamber charges $10 for 
rent each time a show takes 
place. 

"We paid a down payment 
many years ago [to the cham­
ber] and then Tamen or I pay 
ten dollars each time we have 
a show," Sowers said. 

The price of admission de­
pends on the number of bands 
that will play at the show. The 
more bands, the higher the ad­
mission. Admission also de­
pends on how far the band has 
to travel to reach Pierre and 
how far they have to travel to 
reach their destination the fol­
lowing day. 

There is also a strict drug 
and alcohol regulation at the 
shows. The Chamber of Com­
merce is very strict about it, 
says Eggers. When they have 
a show, they make a clear 
statement on the flyer that 
there will be no alcohol or 
drugs at the show; usually it's 
not a problem. 

"A majority of people re­
spect the no drugs or alcohol 
[policy]," said Eggers. 

They make sure that no 
drugs or alcohol get past the 
door. 

"We can tell is someone has 
been drinking, and if they 
have they will be kicked out," 
said Eggers. 

All the profits from the 
shows go to the bands, which 
is an average of $125 per show. 
A house is provided for the 
band to stay at, and food is 
provided for them to eat after 
they perform. 

"We give them all the 
money that we make," said 
Eggers. "We pay for rent of the 
Chamber of Commerce, food, 
and housing." 

Sowers said that the shows 
are intended to help bands get 
from place to place and for 
high school kids to have fun. 

By Heather Mangan 
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Gov hoops: What's wrong? 

Over the past couple 
of weeks, numerous 
people have posed a 
question to me: "What's 
wrong with the Govs?" 

Be it out-of-town radio 
announcers preparing 
for a broadcast, parents 
who know me, or simply 
kids in the hall who hear 
about or see what hap­
pened, they're asking, 
"What's wrong with the 
Govs?" 

Being that I get a 
courtside view of every 
game and have constant 
interaction with the men 
on the court, I think I 
have a pretty good idea 
on this issue. 

First off, there is no 
way all of the blame goes 
on head coach Skip 
Kurth. 

After the unfortunate 
off-the-court events of a 
year ago, Kurth has been 
blamed for everything. 
Now, while a head coach 
does shoulder some 
responsibilty, he can only 
hold so much. 

Then again, is there 
anything to say? This is 
the same team, after all, 
that won their first two 
games in January a year 
ago. 

They followed that 
with a horrendous per­
formance at Rapid City 
Central and another 
weak game in Huron be­
fore turning it around. 

People have numer­
ous ideas as to what the 
problems are, and people 
can think what they 
want, but it's not what 
most suspect 

This team entered the 

season as the preseason 
No. 2 squad, and with 
that comes a bull's eye on 
their chest. 

Also, players tend to 
believe what people say. 
Well, 'that's fine, but we 
have to perform at that 
level every game. 

In my opinion, much 
like last year, this losing 
streak now could very 
well be a good thing. 

You know that teams 
don't believe you are that 
good, and neither do the 
press. 

That gives us some­
thing to prove, a reason 
to play better than ever. 

That's what sparked 
last year's team, as from 
the end of January 
through March, the 
squad lost just three 
games, two to Mitchell. 

Yes, the inside game 
has been lacking, and the 
Govs' shooting hasn't 
been anything to write 
home about. 

But these are not prob­
lems that can't be 
changed. The team is still 
together, and they still 
believe they can return to 
last year's prominence. 

Many think that pro­
moting three sopho­
mores to the varsity level 
is another reason for the 
team's struggles. 

But let me tell you, 
they are there because 
they have the talent, and 
anybody that has seen 
Dutt, Kurth or Waitman 
play knows that. 

Bottom line-have 
faith in the Governors. 
Come March, they'll be 
in the thick of things. 

SPORTS GOVERNOR 

Sophomore hoops on the right track 
In team sports, the 

phrase "there is no I in 
team" is often used. The 
Pierre Governor sopho­
more basketball team cer­
tainly exemplifies this 
concept. 

The sophomore squad 
has gotten off to an 8-1 
start this year, being un­
defeated until a hard 
fought 62-51 loss at the 
hands of the Aberdeen 
Central sophs in their 
home gym last weekend. 

Through all the hype 
of the varsity boys team, 
it seemed as though Dan 
Snyder's sophomore 
team was overlooked. 
But hustle, teamwork, 
and depth has accounted 
for the good start. 

"We really work as a 
team on the court. Every­
body out there can score 
for us which makes it 
very hard to defend us," 
said Casey Ahlers. 

Tony Rislov provided 
another reason for their 
success. "We win games 
because we, as a team, 

score more points than 
the other team, and also 
because I do bicep curls 
every day." 

It'should also be noted 
that three of the sopho­
more starters, Kyle 
Kurth, Seth Waitman, 
and Matt Dutt, dress for 
varsity games and see 
some time due to how 
well they have played 
this year. 

But it is not just these 
three that account for 
their team's success. On 
any given night, any one 
of the sophomore play­
ers, whether starter or 
reserve, can lead the 
team in scoring, re­
bounds, or assists. 

Seven of the team's 
eleven players have led 
the team in one of those 
three categories through­
out the year, making the 
team well rounded and 
hard to defend. 

"We have a lot of 
weapons ... to go to. We 
also have great role play­
ers who do what it takes 

MAKING A SAVE ... Lucas 
Oehlerking makes keeps a 
loose ball alive during the 
sophs' overtime win in 
Watertown (photo by Tyler 
Merriam) 

for our team to win," said 
guard Kyle Kurth. 

The squad includes 
Ahlers, Casey Breitag, 
Dutt, Allen Goodman, 
Kurth, Chris Mangan, 
Brendan Newman, Lucas 
Oehlerking, Rislov, 
Casey Templeton, and 
Waitman. 

The sophomores have 
proven themselves to 
come through big in the 
clutch, pulling out two 
nail-biters, the first being 

in December hosting 
Yankton. Pierre pulled 
out a 44-42 win on Kyle 
Kurth's last second bas­
ket. 

They also beat a solid 
Watertown Arrow squad 
in their own backyard. 
The game went into over­
time, with Pierre trailing 
by two when Kurth was 
fouled in the final mo­
ments. 

Kurth' s first shot was 
on the money, but the 
second fell short. The 
game seemed over, but 
Templeton snagged the 
rebound and threw up a 
last second shot, scoring 
at the buzzer to give the 
sophs a 55-54 win. 

Despite their success, 
the sophs understand 
that some credit must be 
given to coach Dan 
Synder. 

"With such a great 
looking coach, we feel we 
have to win just for him," 
Waitman said. 

by Pat Anderson 

SCHIEF'S VARSITY SPORTS SCOREBOARD 
Boys Basketball 
Current Record: 3-5 
Last 2 Games: 32-51 loss at 
Aberdeen Central last Friday; 
33-44 loss at Watertown two
weeks ago
Next 2 Games: Rapid City
Central tonight, Rapid City
Stevens tomorrow night.
Player's Comment: "We just
need to start playing more as a
team; things will come
around." - senior Nie Hogan.

Girls Hockey 
LastWeekend:Won 
consolation championship at 
Mitchell invitational 
This Weekend: in Sioux Falls 
for a weekend of games. 
Coach's Comment: "We lost to 
Watertown last weekend 6-2, 
but it was the best we have 
played them all year." 
- Bruce Lindholm

Volleyball 
Last Weekend: 3-1 at the Rapid 
City Central invitational. 
This Weekend: at Mitchell 
invitational tonight and 
tomorrow 
Coach's Comment: "We are 
playing well, the girls are 
getting stronger. The girls are 
finally realizing they can play 
with anyone in the state." 
-Kim Bierle

Boys Hockey 
Last Weekend: lost Friday at 
Watertown 2-7; lost Saturday at 
Brookings 0-4. 
Next Games: The squad is off 
until February, when they host 
Huron on Feb. 1 and Bismarck 
on Feb. 2. 
Coach's Comment: "We played 
well against Brookings, except 
we couldn't score.- Rob Kittay 

Wrestling 
Last Weekend: 51-16 win over 
Aberdeen Central Friday; 1-2 in 
Pierre Invitational Saturday. 
This Weekend: at Huron 
tonight; JV at Sully Buttes 
Invitational Saturday 
Notable Performances: Matt 
Englund was 4-0 on the 
weekend, with Dan Swenson, 
Shannigan Heckenlaible, Chad 
Grunewaldt and Torey Garrett 
all 3-1. 

Gymnastics 
Last Weekend: Placed ninth at 
the Rapid City Stevens 
Gymorama 
This Weekend: at Sturgis 
Invitational tomorrow 
Coach's Comment: "We are 
going back to the basics. We 
want to be ready for the ESD 
Invitational in Watertown Feb. 
2." - Cliff Jorgenson 

compiled by Jenna Schiefelbein 








